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THRIPS INFESTATION, WANNEROO-CARABOODA AREA 

541. Hon ALAN CADBY to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries:   
(1) Is the minister aware of the devastating thrips infestation that has seriously affected tomato crops in the 

Wanneroo and Carabooda regions?   

(2) As many market gardeners will suffer considerable economic hardship due to this insect devastation, 
what practical assistance and financial support can the minister provide in - 

(i) the short term; and  

(ii) the long term?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) I am aware that in the spring growing season in the vegetable-growing areas of Carabooda and 
Wanneroo in the northern metropolitan area of Perth, serious damage has been caused to tomato, 
capsicum and lettuce crops by tomato spotted wilt virus vectored by western flower thrips.  Crops have 
been lost on a scale not seen previously.   

(2) (i) An emergency vegetable growers meeting organised by the Department of Agriculture was 
held at the Wanneroo Tavern and Function Centre on Thursday, 5 December to provide 
detailed information on options available for TSWV and WFT control.  Eighty-four 
participants, made up of 68 growers, eight rural suppliers, two market agents and six 
researchers, attended the meeting.  Important components of the management strategy are 
removal of all virus and thrips source plants, both crop and weed, within and surrounding 
crops; planting at a safe distance from infected crops; and a need for collective action by 
neighbouring growers.   

(ii) Long-term options being examined include new chemical measures from the United States of 
America, which need to be tested in Australia.  These include new chemical insecticides 
applied as seedling drenchers and reflective and organic mulches.  Other options include the 
development of a predictive forecasting model for TSWV and WFT; assessment of insecticide 
resistance and insecticides available for use against WFT and other thrips virus vectors; and an 
integrated pest management strategy for control of WFT.   

Hon Alan Cadby:  What about financial support?   

Hon Kim Chance:  It will be what this costs.  It is not cheap.   
 


